
Reading Stages Defined  (Guided Reading Level) 

Early Emergent (EE):  Reader understands concepts of print and 
basic punctuation, can identify and name letters, is able to match 
sounds with letters, recognizes some high frequency words, uses 
illustrations for meaning and uses finger or marker to point to text. 

Upper Emergent (UE): Reader sub-vocalizes or often reads aloud, 
reads word by word pausing at unfamiliar words, recognizes many 
words immediately, is beginning to use a few decoding strategies to 
problem solve new words and uses one or more strategies to gain 
meaning. 
Early Fluent (EF): Reader is beginning to read silently with 
independence, uses a variety of strategies to gain meaning, is able to 
recognize many familiar words, uses story and text structure with 
guidance to establish meaning and is beginning to read a variety of 
materials for different purposes. 

Fluent (F): Reads silently with independence and aloud with 
expression and fluency, selects a variety of texts and more difficult 
materials, uses a variety of strategies to read unfamiliar words, 
comprehends and self-corrects to gain meaning, summarizes and makes 
meaningful predictions and self-selects and enjoys books of interest 
and variety. 
 


